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From The Weekly Challenger

From
homelessness
to
homeowner

Ron Riley
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Three years ago veteran
Ron Riley hit rock bottom;
he was homelessness
and dependent on alcohol
and drugs. Today he’s
sober, employed and a
proud homeowner to boot.
“I lost my job and it
came to a point where I
knew I couldn’t pay my
bills,” Riley explained. “I
was still drinking and drugging so I had to make a decision to get some help. It
came to the point where my
landlord told me I had to
get out.”
Evicted from the place
he’d been renting, he
sought help at the V.A.,
which directed him to the
St. Vincent de Paul Center
of Hope, where he’d call
home for over a year and a
half. There he came to the
realization that it was
time to go to church and
kick his habits of drink and
drugs.
“I somehow landed in
church and I made decisions. I had to turn myself
in and say, ‘I’m a drunk,’
and I went from there. I’ve
See HOME, page 7

Boy Scout
experience
was pivotal

Rev. Dr. Henry Lyons was the guest speaker at the Rock of Jesus’ first Seasonal Tea Banquet
Sat., June 13 at Gateway Christian Center Fellowship Hall.


BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church
hosted its First Seasonal
Tea Banquet at the Gateway Christian Center Fellowship Hall, 4355 Central
Ave., last Sat., June 13.
Anchored on the scripture Ecclesiastes 3:1:
There is a time for everything and a season for
every activity under the
sun, the tea banquet was

the brainchild of Rev.
Shirley J. Thornton.
“It’s not about Shirley
tonight, it’s not about anybody but the Lord,” Thornton said, “because we want
to praise and worship him
and give him the glory.”
The night was full of
song and prayer, and of
course, tea. The tea helped
washed down the baked
chicken, green beans, rice,
cornbread and a host of
desserts
catered
by
Heavy’s FoodTruck. But,
the big draw for the

evening was former pastor
of Bethel Metropolitan
Church Reverend Dr.
Henry J. Lyons. He was
back in town, and with a
message.
Robert Vinson took to
the microphone to introduce Lyons and spoke of
how he has influenced
many to serve as ministers.
“There are many examples I can give of pastors and reverends who
have said to me that ‘I’m at
my church because of Rev-

erend Lyons,’” Vinson
said. “This is a man of God,
a man who can preach, a
man who will answer the
phone when you call him.”
Lyons took to the pulpit with a message about
raising children in a righteous way and setting
Godly examples for them.
Reading from 2 Samuel 18,
he used the story of King
David and his favorite son,
Absalom, who went to battle against him.
He focused on David’s
See BANQUET, pages 12

Police Athletic League opens Midtown facility
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The
Police
Athletic
League (PAL) of St. Petersburg opened their
new Midtown facility at
820 20th St. S. last week
and held grand opening
festivities Fri., June 12 to
mark the occasion. PAL
partnered with the 20th
Street South Church of
Christ, which provided
one of its buildings for
the program.
The event featured an
appearance by the Tampa
Bay Rays’ mascot Ray-

mond, youth performances by PAL Good Girls
Rock and The Mt. Zion
Progressive Marching
Band
entertained.
Church officials hope
the 7,500-square-foot facility will provide a positive outlet for the youth in
the Midtown area, which
has one of the highest juvenile crime rates in
Pinellas County.
“We are ready to do
something for this neighborhood, for this community and for all the young
people,” said Minister/
Elder Robert Smith of
See PAL, page 10

Mayor Kriseman speaks at opening ceremony.

Louis Murphy, Sr.
BY ANDREW CAPLAN
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG –
When Louis Murphy, Jr.
was six, he told his father
he didn’t want to join the
Boy Scouts because it was
for white kids.
His dad, an executive
for the Boy Scouts of America, was startled. But when
he saw how bedraggled his
black scouts looked with
their makeshift uniforms
and camping equipment,
he took action, tirelessly
raising money, recruiting
boys to join and cajoling
adults to help.
It paid off, said Louis M.
Murphy, Sr. When he left
his scouting job four years
later, the region had grown
from 15 or 20 black scouts
to more than 500.
One of them was his
son, now 28, who eventually became an Eagle
Scout, scouting’s highest
rank. Murphy, Jr. also
starred in football at Lakewood High School and the
University of Florida before
moving to the National
Football League, where he
plays wide receiver for the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
The scouting experience was pivotal for his father, too. Because it forced
him to refocus his life and
help others, Murphy, Sr.
said, scouting became his
“springboard into the ministry” and his job as senior
See MURPHY, page 4
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Upcoming election: St. Petersburg
City Council District #7

As hurricane season begins,
are you prepared?

Dear Editor,
Because of term limits in which the
City of St. Petersburg’s elected officials
respect, Councilman Wengay Newton
will be replaced in November 2015 by
one of the four or more individuals vying
for one of the two coveted seats typically
held by an African American.
Trail blazers such as the late Attorney
Morris Milton and other civil rights activist thought by having a black face on
public governing boards, African Americans would have a voice that would
equate to them receiving equal access to
public resources.
The thought was sound for the times
and stood to reason, in light of the fact
when it’s time for the Pinellas County tax
assessor to send their yearly tax obligation, they do not conduct a racial and ethnic search that relieves African
Americans and other minorities of their
responsibilities to pay taxes. Well, that
was the thought.
However, like life often does, the bestlaid plans can go awry when single identifiers such as race, ethnicity, religious
preference, political party and sexual orientation serve as the sole basis for electing candidates.
In 2015 and beyond it is going to be
imperative that African-American voters
take the opportunity to not only focus on
voting and urging others to do the same,
but also to become more educated about
candidates in terms of their track records
relative to the issues they profess to be
passionate about.
The one thing we can count on about
human nature if an individual has never
been a visible activist for early childhood
education, livable wages, wellness of a
community is that chances are if elected
that individual will continue to do what
they have always done, nothing!
The African-American voter can no
longer depend solely on one’s self-identifiers as the basis for selecting their candidates, particularly when there is a
projected $66,801,797 tax increment financing projected to come to the Midtown and Childs Park communities by
2045. This funding will also be linked to
other sources of public money. While that
may seem like a long time off, trust me
there are already those who are positioning themselves at the trough to swoop
down and collect revenues that were targeted to impact low-income communities.
A few tips for African Americans
to consider when voting during the
upcoming elections:
• Do not fall for the hype posted on
glossy handouts with photo finished family photos.
• Make it your business to attend a
candidate forum held in the black community and one held in a predominantly
white community. Do not forget to take
your tape recording devices, because
often times you may think you are listening to two different candidates.

ST. PETERSBURG –
The majority of Duke Energy Florida’s customers
are not prepared for hurricane season, a recent
Duke Energy survey
found.
Seven out of 10 don’t
have hurricane supplies, or
haven’t put together a
preparation kit in at least
two years.
Nearly 60 percent don’t
have an emergency evacuation plan.
As an award-winning
leader in storm preparedness and restoration,
Duke Energy maintains its
own plan and is ready to respond – and wants its customers to be prepared
also.
The company has held
simulated hurricane drills
and
participated
in
Florida’s state hurricane
exercise to sharpen response and restoration
times during the past year.
Duke Energy also has
held storm preparation sessions and downed powerline demonstrations for
emergency first-responders
across its Florida service
territory.
The company has spent
more than $640 million
over the last four years
maintaining and strengthening its Florida power delivery system, including
inspecting and replacing
power poles and trimming
vegetation and trees.
“Duke Energy is prepared to respond in the
event that a major storm
damages the electric system,” said Alex Glenn,
Duke Energy Florida state
president. “We know our
customers rely on us to restore service quickly after
storms, and keep them informed.”
“But the majority of our
customers aren’t personally
prepared
to
respond
quickly in the event of a
major storm. That’s why
we’re asking them to prepare for ‘when’ – not ‘if’ – a
storm strikes,” Glenn said.
Hurricane malaise or
apathy might be the reason
for the lack of preparedness.
When asked about the
likelihood of a storm threatening Florida in the next

• Be very cautious about who others
offer up as the person you should vote
for, you make the choice based on your
family and community’s needs.
• Go on the city’s and Supervisor of
Election website and follow the money.
Remember candidates have to pay the
piper who paid them. The Times wrote
an editorial piece quoting one of the Koch
brothers’ bold statements about how they
influence Florida politics—they were not
lying! The pay off from poverty initiatives
is just as lucrative as some investment
strategies within the private sector.
• Stay away from candidates who do
not have a track record of public service.
As a certified public manager I am
shocked when I find individuals running
for public office and they have limited or
no experience within the public sector. Issues within the public sector are complex; the needs and demands of citizens
are high and resources are limited. We
must begin to elect candidates that can
strike a balance between understanding
the bottom line and public accountability.
• Be leery of perfect candidates! If
you are a viable candidate you must have
had some hills to climb from some deep
falls, the story is in what tools you used
to pull yourself up and prepare you to represent me!
• Last but not least. I talk about “emotional intelligence” often times in discussions about leaders in the public sector
whether they are appointed, elected or
anointed. One of the many core competencies a public leader must possess is
the ability to manage their emotions and
govern themselves as leaders who can accept critiques of their public work without
developing an all out war with any constituent who does not sing their praises
or who opposes their public decisions.
Managing public sector policies and
budgets is a major juggling act and leaders who want to earn the legacy of being
effective at public management must consistently and continuously develop this
core competency.
Maria L. Scruggs

Survey finds 70 percent of Duke Energy Florida
customers don’t have hurricane kit; 60 percent
don’t have evacuation plan
three years, 46 percent
of Duke Energy Florida’s
residential customers surveyed, and 69 percent of its
small business customers,
said it’s unlikely.
It’s been nine years
since a major tropical storm
or hurricane hit Florida.
While the official forecast indicates a lower risk
of storms again this season
(June 1 – Nov. 30), a single
storm could devastate a
given area.
Duke Energy encourages customers to:
• Create (or update) an
emergency supply kit to
save valuable time later.
The kit should include
everything an individual or
family would need for at
least two weeks, especially
medicines and other supplies that might be hard to
find after a storm strikes.
• Maintain a supply of
water and non-perishable
food.
• Ensure first-aid supplies and medicines are
readily available. If electricity is needed to operate
medical equipment, contact
Duke Energy (800-7008744) in advance of a storm
to learn what to do in the
event of a power outage or
emergency.
• Review insurance
policies, and include extra
copies of the policies and
other important documents
in the emergency supply kit
(ideally in a waterproof container).
• Keep flashlights on
hand, ensure they’re operational, and maintain a supply of extra batteries.
• Keep a portable radio
or TV, or NOAA weather
radio on hand to monitor
weather forecasts and offi-

cial information.
• Maintain a plan to
move family members – especially those with special
needs – to a safe, alternate
location in case an extended power outage occurs or evacuation is
required. Pet owners can
make arrangements to stay
at evacuation shelters that
accept pets, friends’ or family members’ homes, or petfriendly hotels.
• Draw an emergency
water supply in advance if
one’s home or apartment
depends on well water, in
case well-water pumps become inoperable due to a
power outage.
• Use backup electric
generators safely, and follow manufacturers’ directions.
• Unplug major non-essential appliances. Advanced surge protection
systems will protect homes
from most power surges,
but will not prevent damage
from direct lightning
strikes.
For a “Hurricane Kit
Checklist,”
important
safety tips and more information on what to do before, during and after a
storm, visitwww.duke-energy.com/storm, then click
“Outage & Storm Information” under Duke Energy
Florida.For more tips on
general emergency preparedness, visit the Florida
Division of Emergency
Management atwww.floridadisaster.org.
For storm or power
restoration updates in the
event of a hurricane, follow Duke Energy on Twitter (@DukeEnergy) and
Facebook (Duke Energy).
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Seventh Annual “BEE” Series

Participants in the 2013 competition
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Friends of the James
Weldon Johnson Community Library will present
three traditional Bee
events over the summer
beginning
with
the
Spelling Bee. All three
Bees will take place
Wednesdays and will start
promptly at 6:15 p.m.
Study sheets are available online at the Library
or at www.splibraries.org
for both the Spelling Bee
(June 24) and the Geography Bee (August 12). To
prepare for the Math Bee
(July 15), students can

practice solving problems
online at www.VMATHLIVE.com.
New this year: Tutoring sessions will be offered starting this Thurs.,
June 25 through Tues.,
June 23 from 3- 4:30 p.m.,
in the Johnson Community Room inside the library. Tutoring dates and
times for the Math and Geography Bees will be announced.
Children will compete
in one of three groups depending on what grade
they will be attending this
fall: K-first-second, third-

fourth or fifth-sixth. The
top three finishers in each
group win prizes. Studying
for the Bees helps students retain academic
skills over the summer.
The competitions also provide a fun way to gain public speaking experience
and develop sportsmanship.
Families are invited to
attend and cheer on the
contestants. The Johnson
Community Library is located at 1059 18th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg. For more
information or to pre-register, call 727 893-7113.

City presents “This is my city: St. Pete
Stories,” A community conversation
ST. PETERSBURG —
Mayor Rick Kriseman and
the City of St. Petersburg
invite everyone in St. Petersburg to a conversation
about the real life story of
our whole community.
“This is my city: St. Pete
Stories” will be held Thurs.,
June 25, 6 to 8 p.m., at the
St. Petersburg College Allstate Center, 3200 34th St.
S.
“This is my city: St Pete
Stories” is part of a larger
City of St Petersburg “Inclusion and Sensitivity” initiative headed by two area
diversity consultants; Competency & Performance Solutions, a Tampa firm and
Communication Research
Enterprises based here in
St Petersburg, and Your
Real Stories, a storytelling
non-profit, which is producing the event. The City of St
Petersburg is the presenting sponsor.
At this event, organizers
will feature the stories of
various community members and allow time for people to engage in real
conversations. The public
is invited to come for the
free theater performance of
local stories by professional
actors, stay to add their
voices to the city’s collective history, enjoy the

Paul Stewart telling his stories of old St. Pete to Jon
Wilson at the storyteller’s event held by the African
American Heritage Association
music and the refreshments and talk with others
about their vision for St.
Pete.
“These community conversations are about diverse segments of our
community coming together and sharing our
unique stories with one another,” said Mayor Rick
Kriseman. “We want to
have real conversations
about inclusiveness, our
similarities, as well as our
differences – which is what
makes our community so
remarkable – in a meaningful way.”
This is the first of four
community conversations
to be hosted by the City of

St. Petersburg. The others
are scheduled for July 21,
2015 at the J.W. Cate Center 5801 22nd Ave. N.; August 27 at Lake Vista
Recreation Center, 1401
62nd Ave. S, and October
13 at Sunken Gardens,
1825 4th St. N. All programs run from 6 to 8 p.m.,
and all the venues are
wheelchair accessible and
all programs will be ASL interpreted.
All of the events are free
and open to the public.
However, space is limited.
Organizers kindly request
people to register online at
http://stpetestories.eventb
rite.com to reserve a seat.

Public Notice
The waiting list for 2 and 3 Bedrooms at
Jordan Park Apartments
Will be
OPEN
06/22/2015 – 07/02/2015
For households with anticipated annual income(s) between:
Persons in House-hold
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS

 




OFFICE: 727-865-1591
FAX: 727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US



Annual Household Income
$16641 - $24960
$19041 - $28560
$21401 - $32100
$23760 - $35640
$25681 - $38520
$27601 - $41400
$29481 - $44220
$31401 - $47100

Due to the income restrictions on this open waitlist you must apply
in person and all adult household members must be present.

 

Interested persons are required to bring COPIES of the following items:
Identification Cards, Social Security Cards, Birth Certificates, Housing References for Previous
5 years, and Proof of all HOUSEHOLD INCOME for the entire household.





Once the items above have been verified and your household does not exceed the
allowable income limits you will be issued an application(s) to complete.

Jordan Park Apartments
1245 Jordan Park St S, St Petersburg, FL 33712
Hours of Operation during the Open Waiting List:
Monday - Thursday
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM






 
 
 

  
 
   
  
 

 



   
    



4

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 2015

COMMUNITY NEWS
Melrose students get a treat
ST. PETERSBURG —
Last month the crème de la
crème of Melrose Elementary School were treated to
day of shopping, food and
fun. Those students that

made the Principal’s List
(straight A’s) were treated
to a shopping spree at Walmart. After shopping until
they dropped, the scholars
had lunch and participated

in fun activities at the Royal
Theater Boys & Girls
Club. All sponsored by the
Boys & Girls Clubs of the
Suncoast.

 

From the Boy Scouts to the NFL
From MURPHY, page 1

pastor at Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church.
“The Boy Scouts was
like a ministry in itself,
with helping inner-city
youths to do something
positive with their lives, to
develop values, morals
(and) skills … so that they
can be productive citizens,” said Murphy, 56.
Mt. Zion, which claims
the largest African-American congregation in St. Petersburg, makes children
and teenagers a key focus
of its ministry
At
its
sprawling
campus at 955 20th St. S.,
it offers daycare, prekindergarten, a school for
grades K through five and
free after-school tutoring
for grades K though eight.
It offers a summer camp,
sponsors Cub Scouts, Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts and
runs a drum line and color
guard for ages seven
through 21.
Mt. Zion also counsels
unmarried couples during
pregnancy, in the hope
that fathers-to-be will stay
involved in their children’s
lives.
Murphy, Sr. said he
knows what it’s like to
grow up without a father.
His dad left after his parents divorced when he
was eight. He made mistakes early in life, the pastor said, and he was just as
hardheaded as some of
the children he mentors
today.
He said he tried to use
his own experiences to
help guide his son
through college and now
in the pros. And he uses
the example of his son to
show what young people
can achieve with the right

values and adult leadership.
Murphy, Jr. is one of
the few professional football players who is an
Eagle Scout, a distinctive
that makes his dad proud.
Louis Jr. “is a devout
Christian,” Murphy, Sr.
said. “Is he a saint or perfect? Nope. [But] he’s a
believer, absolutely.”
Murphy, Sr. said he remembers coaching youth
football and being on the
sidelines during his son’s
years as a Florida Gator.
Most of the players were
black, he said, but the percentage of involved fathers
was minuscule.
The role of fathers is
“critical, it’s absolutely
critical,” Murphy, Sr. said.
“And that’s why we try to
get the fathers to stay involved. L.J. (Louis Jr.)
screwed up sometimes,
but I was right there to
catch his behind and make
him do the right thing.”
Before the 2009 NFL
draft, Murphy, Sr. said, he
bought a Bucs license plate
that read “LJ2B” – for “Louis
Jr. to be a Buccaneer.”
“When he was a junior
in college at the University
of Florida, it was my vision
that he would be with the
Bucs,” Murphy, Sr. said.
Instead, the Oakland
Raiders selected the UF
graduate in the fourth
round, 124th overall. But
after three seasons, Murphy, Jr.’s playing time decreased and he became a
free agent.
In 2014, just as his father once predicted, the
Bucs signed Murphy, Jr.,
then released him before
the season opener.
He had offers to join
Cincinnati and Chicago,

his father said, but he
urged him to wait. He had
a feeling the Bucs would
re-sign him.
And on Sept. 23, 2014,
they did.
On the final drive of his
first regular-season game
as a Buc, Murphy, Jr.
caught a 41-yard pass that
led to the game-winning
touchdown over the Pittsburgh Steelers. He was
signed to a three-year extension at the end of the
season.
To honor his mother
Filomena, who passed
away in 2008, Murphy, Jr.
started an organization,
1st Downs for Life, to help
teach children fundamental football and cheerleading skills and life lessons.
“I guess sometimes it’s
a test of your faith, and
sometimes you have to go
through things and it really makes you stronger,
makes you better,” Murphy, Sr. said.
When the Mt. Zion
congregation
honored
him last month on his 16year anniversary as pastor,
his son was there.
Murphy, Sr. is unable
to attend Buccaneer home
games because of the
church’s Sunday services,
but he said he records
every game and prefers
watching at home, where
he can follow the games
more closely.
He also has a new license plate – “LJIS.” It
stands for “Louis Jr. is a
Buccaneer.”
Andrew Caplan is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the University of South Florida St.
Petersburg. Reach him at
(352) 476-2830.

Louis Murphy, Jr. (L) and Louis Murphy, Sr. (R)
excepting the Family of the Year Award at the
2015 Men & Women of Distinction Awards ceremony this past April.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
God’s Power youth revival
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — Inspirational speaker Marques Clark is targeting the
young people of the community with “God’s Power,” a
youth revival event that
will take place at the Gateway Christian Center, 4355
Central Ave., June 26. The
free event is open to people
of all ages, and doors
open at 6:30 p.m.
“As a mentor and inspirational speaker, I deal with a
lot of youth,” Clark explained. “That’s my passion,
and I get kids all the time
text messaging me, emailing
me, Facebooking me their
problems. Some of these
personal problems are related to a disconnection from
truth. And basically, what I’m
going to do is connect them
back to truth, and that truth
is Jesus Christ.”
Now a Christian evangelist, as a youngster Clark
lived a dangerous life immersed in crime as he grew
up on the rough streets of
south St. Pete.
“I’ve been a drug dealer,
a gang banger, dealing in violence and guns and all that
stuff,” the 31 year old admitted.
On a fateful day in 2006,
as he sat at a stop sign on his
way to the hospital to witness
the birth of his son, Clark
was surprised to see his best
friend jump into the car. The
next thing Clark felt was the
barrel of a gun on his
head. His friend held the
weapon with lethal intent
while he robbed Clark. Then
he pulled the trigger.

“My best friend put a gun
to my head, robbed me and
pulled the trigger and the
gun did not go off,” he recalled. “And I knew the gun
was loaded. I say that’s not
luck, that’s not luck to me.
That was the power of God
coming into my life, choosing to use me, to tell these
young kids, ‘Hey, I started
out in the street and it’s not
worth it.’ I’ve lost many close
friends to the street.”
When the attempt on his
life at point blank range
miraculously failed, Clark
believed God had given him
a powerful sign. He’d
thanked God over and over
again on the way to the hospital, thanking Him for allowing Clark to see his son
being born and promising to
change his ways. Unfortunately for Clark, he slid back
into his familiar lifestyle of
the streets and it took another, more drastic sign
from God four months later
to make him realize he had
to alter his path, he believes.
“It all changed for me
Christmas Day 2006,” Clark
remembered. “My fourmonth-old son died in a
house fire on Christmas Day.
That’s what changed my life.
When my friend had a gun to
my head and robbed me, my
girlfriend was in the hospital
in labor with my son at the
time. I should have been in
the hospital, but I only cared
about myself and making
money in the street.”
Clark would be forced to
stand by helplessly as his infant son perished in a blazing
fire. He wanted to brave the
flames and run in, snatch up
his son and carry him to

Marques Clark
safety, but the firemen on the
scene wouldn’t allow anyone
in the burning building, as
the house was too far gone at
that point, Clark said.
“I felt like God was saying, ‘Marques, I tried to call
you the first time when your
friend robbed you but you
didn’t hear me calling you to
save your life.’ So he had to
call me in a different way
where he knew I would hear
him,” Clark said.
Clark believes that when
he asked God why he wasn’t
able to save his young son’s
life, God told him that it was
not Clark’s mission to save
his son’s life, but the son’s
mission to save Clark’s life.
And Clark believes his mission now is to save other
young people. He founded
S.W.E.T. 4 Life Ministries
(Speak Words of Encouragement Today) and shares his
positive testimonies and
messages at churches, com-

munity centers and schools.
“When I answered that
call my life has done nothing
but gotten better,” he said.
“My life has been propelled
in a higher way.”
Clark also employs the
power and immediacy of
spoken word poetry to get

his messages across, as he
believes young people not
only need to be inspired but
entertained. He described
himself as always being in
an uplifting mood, and attested that he is always giving off positive vibes
because he knows the

source of his happiness.
“My goal and mission
here is to turn young people
onto a source that’s not of
this world,” he affirmed. “It
is of a higher world. And I
just want to show them that
Jesus Christ can remove all
pain.”
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Celebrating St. Pete at the
Lew Williams Center
BY KEIRSTEN JOHNSON
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Lew Williams Center
for Early Learning took
years to come to fruition.
Since Williams passed
away unexpectedly in 2011,
the district vowed to pay
tribute to his 40-year career
in education, both as an instructor and a Pinellas
County School Board member.
With the goal of providing quality education, each
child is offered the opportunity to enter kindergarten ready with the
foundation needed for longterm school success. This
is achieved by giving high
quality education and ongoing assessments.
Parents receive regular
progress reports as well as
access to numerous community resources. Each
family has the opportunity
to volunteer and participate
in center activities, which
forms a connection between school and home.
For example, the school’s
latest project used child led
centers to help create a
context within their community.
One of the school’s educators brought the idea to
Program Director, Dr.
Susan Weber that the children should be able to relate to everyday places and
events in their community.
That is when the idea for
the event called “St. Petersburg, My Hometown” was

born.
“There is a rich history
here that a lot of people
don’t know about. Even the
teachers were learning information about their own
city,” said Weber. “Sometimes we’re learning about
things that are outside of
our grasp, we should be
learning about our own
backyard first.”
For the last four
months, each teacher has
been preparing for the extravaganza by integrating
classroom curriculum with
historical St. Petersburg
landmarks and people, and
on Fri., June 12 parents
were invited in to see their
kid’s projects.
The
one-year-old
classes learned about the
Vinoy Renaissance Hotel
and prominent historical
figures from the 22nd
Street District. The two
year olds explored the St.
Petersburg Museum of
History and replicated their
exhibits and created some
of their own.
The
three-year-old
classrooms were taught
about Tropicana Field’s
recognizable architecture
and as being the home to
Tampa Bay’s first major
league baseball team, The
Rays.
Last but not least, the
four-year-old
classes
learned about the newspaper industry by studying
The Weekly Challenger,
Pinellas County’s oldest
African-American newspaper. The children inter-

viewed staff members, took
pictures and identified
parts of a newspaper.
The little ones walked
around with clipboards and
pencils in hand writing
down the answers to their
questions. This not only enhanced their writing abilities, but also ignited their
critical thinking skills by
having to come up with
their own questions.
The children learned
about photography and
how it’s used in journalism.
This helped form their
minds into understanding
how pictures can capture
history.
They were shown how
to identify the fundamentals of a newspaper, such as
the table of contents, headings (titles) and advertisements. The Fantastic
Fours, as they are called,
thoroughly enjoyed being
little journalists.
The “St. Petersburg,
My Hometown” project
helped the students of the
Lew Williams Center learn
more about the town they
are growing up in.
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NHS can help you get back on your feet

 


From HOME page 1

been to the best treatments in town, and I went
to a church and I got
treated!” the 54 year old
said with a laugh.
Riley also decided that
it was necessary to secure
work, so he signed on for
an employment skills program at St. Vincent de
Paul, where he’d learn to
be an electrician.
“I wasn’t an A student
or anything like that—we
had them young kids in
there, smart as a whip—
but you know, I had good
attendance and I did what
I was supposed to do,” he
remembered. “We had the
final exam, and I passed
it. I figured I’d take a half a
day off, enjoy myself, get
some air. And my instructor called the Center of
Hope where I was staying
at and told me I need to call
him. I called him and he
had me a job in Tampa! I
thought you’d have to have
an interview, but when I
went out there all they
wanted me to do was fill
out a W2 form and all that!”
Knowing another key
step was to get his credit in
order, Riley, who had been
having trouble getting financing, visited Neighborhood Home Solutions
(NHS) 1600 Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. St. S.
“I basically went over to
get my credit started,” he
explained. “To find out
how to pay bills and do
everything right because
I’m trying to manage my
life now being sober. It’s
going to be the first time
being sober in my life, so I
need to learn how to do
things properly. They
showed me how to manage money, do a budget
and how to clean up my
credit.”

 


Courtesy of

Riley is loving his new home that was built in 2013.

Riley also learned
about the classes available
at NHS for first-time homebuyers and went through
the organization’s firsttime home buyer program,
took the Financial Fitness
classes and Homebuyer
Education workshop. He
also received one-on-one
housing counseling to develop his individual budget
and action plan. Riley recommends NHS to all those
interested in taking the
steps to one day buying
their own home.

“Before you do anything that you don’t know
about, just go down there
and let them guide you,”
he stated. “They’ll answer
any question; they’ll give
you what they got or direct
you where you need to go.
That’s another thing I liked
about them—they’re very
friendly!”
For Riley, he is happy
to count all the things he
has achieved and acquired
once he was able to turn
things around: “A yard.
Furniture in every room.

The job is still here, still
sober, still going to church.
Happy. Peace of mind.”
June is National Home
Ownership Month and
NHS, a nonprofit neighborhood revitalization and
community organization,
provides a variety of services and classes for firsttime homebuyers. To
contact NHS, call (727)
821-6897 or visit nhsfl.org.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705




   





  


 








SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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Jim Gregory’s civil rights odyssey
BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Cathedral Church of
St. Peter, 140 Fourth St. N.,
held an event Sun., June 14
for award-winning storyteller Jim Gregory to recount his civil rights
odyssey.
After Carolyn Hobbs led
the audience in singing “Lift
Every Voice and Sing,” Gregory took the room back to
the Deep South in the
1960s.
He grew up in California
and later in Tennessee. In
California, he said, whites
were the minority in his
school, so he was initially
unaware of the South’s desegregation. After graduating
high
school
in
Tennessee,
Gregory
bought a motorcycle and
took a road trip, eventually
stopping in Mobile, Ala.
It was at a drug store in
Mobile that he first found
himself face-to-face with
civil rights issues. He had
taken a seat near African
Americans, but police
raided the store and arrested the group. While sitting with the others in a jail
cell, Gregory said one of
the black men enlightened
him to the unjust plight of
blacks in the South.
Unceremoniously
thrown out of Alabama,
Gregory returned to Tennessee and attended college. It was there that he
and his roommate purchase
a school bus and converted
it into an RV. At first they
thought to just cruise
around in their newly converted school bus.
“But a good friend of
ours from college heard us
talking and said, ‘Why don’t
you collect a bunch of
books, go to the black
schools in the South, and
distribute some books and
maybe take time to teach
some of these kids to read,’
and we thought that was a
good idea,” Gregory said.
The pair met others
along the way that wanted
to join their mission, becoming a total of eight, and
together the group traveled
through the South, distributing schoolbooks and
teaching blacks to read.
Gregory said it was largely
due to a biracial girl traveling with them, Mae, that he
and the rest of the white
youths were eventually
trusted by the black communities they worked with.
Eventually, the eight
young men and women set
up “Freedom School” in a
church in Mississippi, joining a movement known as

Freedom Summer, an effort
to register blacks to vote in
the state. It was at this
church that Gregory met
Tom Brown, who the group
taught to read and who later
gained his voter registration card.
Brown, Gregory said,
was a master electrician and
had even wired the homes
of many white people in the
area, “though they would
never admit it.” Although
Gregory did not tell the audience what become of
Brown, he did reference the
title of his latest CD of his
story, “The Hanging of Tom
Brown,” to indicate Brown’s
fate.
One night, someone set
fire to the church at which
the group taught. Two of
the school bus group went
missing and the group, now
down to six people, had to
move onward.
They continued to face
violence on their travels.
They ended up at a church
outside of Selma, Ala., a
town that was under the jurisdiction of the Dallas
County sheriff.
“At that stop, the bus
got blown up with two of
our people in it,” Gregory
said. “Four of us were in the
church at the time and
deputies stormed into the
church and arrested the
two girls [Mae and Mary],
me and Billy, and took us to
jail.”
Gregory did not detail
what occurred while the
four were in jail, but his
voice softened as he spoke.
“The week I spent in the
Selma jail was a nightmare,”
he said. “The two girls did
not survive the week they
spent in that jail. Billy and I
both came out on crutches.
We were finally released because the word came that
Dr. King was coming to
town and they wanted to get
rid of us before King got to
town, so they took us in
four different directions
and dumped us on the side
of the road.
“Mae could not handle
what had happened to her
in jail and they told me that
she had crawled off into a
ditch and found a broken
bottle, slit her wrist and she
had bled to death. Mary
had been picked up and
they took her to a hospital
in Georgia and within the
following year she passed
away; they said she never
spoke, she was a vegetable.”
After being released
from jail, Billy and Gregory,
the only two remaining of
the original group of eight,
were each tied to a tree with

Carolyn Hobbs

Jim Gregory

bags pulled over their
heads. The cops who had
tied them up pulled the trigger on an unloaded gun,
terrifying the boys. Yet they
survived and were later
picked up by members of
the church at which they’d
been arrested.
“Our wounds were
dressed and we were put on
the road to recovery, but we
never quite got recovered,”
Gregory said.
Though the police had
threatened the two boys
and although the church
members urged them to return to the safety of their
homes, Gregory and Billy
decided to stay—Dr. King
was coming to Selma and
the two wanted to join the
planned marches.
Both still on crutches,
the two young men participated in the Selma to Montgomery march. They

marched 55 miles on
crutches. One night, Gregory said, a man came in to
the camp and said, “Here
they are, doctor.” The man
introduced only as “doctor”
washed and re-wrapped the
boys’ feet. It was only after
the man left that Gregory
learned the man had in fact
been Dr. King Martin
Luther King, Jr. himself.
Gregory said that in the
years that followed, he was
shunned by his family “for
being one of those objectionable people” and was
even placed on Richard
Nixon’s “dangerous radicals list.” He had trouble
finding work for years, despite having finished college with a teaching
certificate. It was many
years later, under the guidance of a writing coach, that
Gregory was able to confront his past in order to

share his tale.
Gregory ended his recollections by relating the
events of the 1960s to the
racial tensions in the U.S.
today.
“What’s the difference
between the protests of the
‘60s and the protests of
today,” Gregory asked. “I’ll
tell you what it is—the people in the ‘60s won. They
followed Dr. King’s example of non- violence. The
only violence of the ‘60s was
perpetrated by the police
force, by the white southerners. The demonstrators
did not tear up cities or
burn down buildings or rob
stores. They just marched
quietly. And they won. I
don’t see winning today,” he
exclaimed.
Gregory went on to say
that he doesn’t see anything
happening unless we can
learn to talk to each other

     
   

Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

and listen to each other
without prejudice. He feels
that all of the political correctness has gotten to the
point where now everyone
is afraid to open your
mouths.
“We have to learn how
to talk to each other … how
to exchange ideas … how
to compromise on both
sides, or we are going to be
in a civil war and it’s going
to be bloody,” he finished.
After his speech, a soul
food supper of smoked
turkey, cornbread, collard
greens, fried green tomatoes and sweet potato pie
was served for $10 a
plate. All proceeds will benefit the Episcopal Relief and
Development, which started
75 years ago to help people
who were in need of
refugee help and 90 percent
of every dollar donated
goes to victims of disaster.
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NEWS FROM FAMU
FAMU Student Body President
Tonnette Graham: A leader
for the future
TALLAHASSEE—Tonnette Graham started her
leadership journey in elementary school surrounded
by students she wanted to
help. By the time she enrolled at Florida A & M University, she was ready to take
on an even larger role in
shaping the future of the
next generation.
After her recent election
as FAMU Student Body
President for a second term,
Graham pursued the chairmanship of the Florida Student Association. She ran a
quiet convincing campaign.
On May 30 she was elected
chairperson. Graham is the
first
African-American
woman to lead the non-partisan organization of 300,000
students and a board of directors comprised of 11 student body presidents.
As chair of FSA, she becomes a member of the State
University System Board of
Governors. Graham is also
the first African-American
woman student leader on the
panel that oversees the operation and management of
the state’s 12 universities. As
student body president she
also serves on the FAMU
Board of Trustees.
“I'm so humbled and
thankful for the opportunity
to be the voice for over
300,000 students within the
state university system," said
Graham. ”I'm forever grateful to be able to exercise all
that FAMU has invested in

FAMU Student Body
President Tonnette
Graham, visited
legislative leaders
during the Special
Legislative Session.
Graham chats with
Senate President
Andy Gardiner (right),
and poses with fellow
Tallahasseeans Rep.
Michelle Rehwinkel
Vasilinda and Rep
Alan Williams (above).
my leadership development
within this powerful role.”
Graham is well known
for her passion for her university and her student constituents. No doubt she will
keep a watchful eye on the
policy impacting both.
Tonnette
Graham’s
record of service:
• Current Student Body
President/
University
Trustee
• Senate President (2
Consecutive Terms)
• Senate President ProTempore

FAMU bests Harvard in
prestigious National Science
Foundation competition

FAMU Professor Yuch Hsieh, Ph.D. (center), led the research team
to capture 1st place in the prestigious competition.

• Junior Senator
• Sophomore Senator
• Freshman Senator
• FAMU Foundation
Board of Directors
• FAMU NAACP Executive Committee
• Peer Mentor
• Student National
Alumni Association Executive Board
• Student Health Care
Management Association
• Student Foundation
Co-Founder
• Big Sister, Little Sister
Mentor Program
• SISTUHS, Incorporated

ATLANTA —A Florida A
& M University research
team won first place in the
prestigious National Science
Foundation
Innovation
Corps Atlanta completion.
The NSF I-Corps program
underwrites research designed to encourage entrepreneurship
and
the
commercialization of the
technological discoveries.
Getting scientists out of
the laboratory and enabling
them to market their innovations and resulting intellectual property are a top
priority of Timothy E.
Moore, Ph.D., Vice President for Research. “Florida
A&M University’s research
enterprise
effectively
touches every aspect of our
lives – regardless of where it
originates in our University.
The FAMU team, led by

Professor Y. “Ping” Hsieh,
(PhD), housed in the FAMU
Center for Water and Air
Quality within the College of
Agriculture and Food Sciences, competed against 20
teams from the eastern US,
including Harvard University, to take the top spot. The
project was entitled “MultiElement Scanning Thermal
Analysis” (MESTA).
The MESTA technology
is designed to analyze and
characterize the thermochemical properties of a
wide variety of compounds.
One potential application includes the examination of
high energetic materials like
petroleum, biofuels, coal and
shale oil to rapidly assess
the quality of the resulting
oil products derived from
the starting source. MESTA
is intended to replace more

expensive and the limited
availability of currently used
technologies like NMR.
All of the competing
teams are immersed in all
aspects of entrepreneurship,
including the successful
launch
of
discoveries
through valid technology
transfer pathways. Startups
founded by the I-Corp teams
are usually the vehicle for
commercialization. Those
successful projects are prepared for business formation, and the NSF works
with the private sector to
identify potential resources
and partnerships.
“FAMU is exceptionally
fortunate to have researchers such as Dr. Hsieh,
who is dedicated to improving the human condition
through their research,” according to Moore.
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Midtown PAL is up and running
From PAL page 1

20th Street South Church
of Christ in an opening
prayer.
Mayor Rick Kriseman,
having just arrived back in
St. Pete from a mayoral
summit in Montreal, spoke
about the importance of a
strong bond between the
police department and the
community.
“The PAL organization
has had a tremendous impact on the youth of our
community,”
Kriseman
said, “and to be here in
south St. Petersburg and
working with those kids
who are most at risk and
who need it, is a powerful
statement to what we’re try-

ing to accomplish here in
the city of St. Petersburg.”
Associate Minister of
20th Street Church of
Christ Larry Collins said
that God brought PAL and
the church together for the
children of Midtown.
“PAL was looking for a
building two years ago, and
we were looking for a way
to use the building…I know
it was God that had some
planning going on with
that,” he said.
Doug Linder, executive
director of PAL of St. Pete,
noted that the organization
was founded in 1952 and incorporated in 1960. It is a
501c3 organization that pro-

vides affordable educational programs, after
school programs, summer
camps and athletic programs for children and
teens. In partnership with
the St. Petersburg Police
Department, PAL also provides mentoring and crime
prevention programs.
PAL board member Tim
Walsh called the moment a
proud and historic one for
PAL, which he said is long
overdue in serving south
St. Pete area.
“The future of PAL really exists in this neighborhood,” Walsh said. “The
kids in this community
need our programming.”

Assistant Chief Luke
Williams, who attended
PAL as a child, noted he is
glad the community has
come together to give the
youth another venue.
“It’s incumbent upon us
to train our children,” he
said.
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart,
director of Urban Affairs,
announced that Global PC
Parts is giving five laptops
to the facility and will present five laptops a month for
the next couple of months
until they have a fully outfitted computer lab.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Lyons has a message for parents
From BANQUET, page 1

love for Absalom and how,
despite his son turning
against him, David was primarily concerned for his
son’s safety, asking battlefield messengers if he was
safe.
Lyons said David’s woes
about his child and the concerns parents have today
are relatable.
“There is no greater
pain for a mother and a father to experience in their
lives than when their son or
their daughter turns against
them. And let’s face it, it
does happen. You love them
and you do all you can for
them, you give them the
best rearing and you work
for them, you sacrifice for
them, but somehow it just
happens,” said the pastor of
New Salem Baptist Church
in Tampa.
Lyons related today’s issues between parents and
children back to the story of

David and Absalom saying
that part of the problem was
that Absalom surrounded
himself with the wrong people.
“That’ll get you every
time—you have to watch
who you run with,” Lyons
said. “Even when you get
older, you still have to watch
that, because some folk will
poison your mind, your
spirit and everything else
about you.”
Lyons said another lesson learned from that biblical passage is the wisdom of
listening to others, just as
David listened to his generals when they implored him
not to be involved with the
battle against his son.
“Do you know that’s a
great commodity—that you
have sense enough to listen,” Lyons asked. “We all
need to learn how to listen.
You may be the boss, you
may be the pastor, you may

got it all going on, but I stop
here tonight to tell you that
sometimes you need to listen,” he said to a roaring applause.
Back to the issue of parenting as related in 2
Samuel, Lyons feels it’s important to raise children the
right way and for parents to
know when to be stern with
their children.
“The Bible says we need
to bend the sapling, which is
a young tree,” Lyons stated.
“When the tree is young
you really can bend it, but
when that boy gets old and
rusty, there’s nothing you
can do with an old tree.”
Lyons quoted a verse
from the Bible in which
King David asks his generals to deal gently with Absalom, and applied it to today’s
parents.
“When we let [our children] get away from us,
sometimes all we can do is

sit down somewhere and
wait for the phone call,”
Lyons explained. “Waiting
for the lawyer to call you, or
for the policeman to call
you. Sometimes we get so
far out there that there’s
nothing we can do but ask
somebody to deal gently
with our children.”
Since David continued
to ask messengers if his son
was safe, Lyons feels he
must pose that same question to today’s parents.
“Let me bring it down
here to 2015,” Lyons continued. “Is the young man safe
from the habits of his father? Is he safe from the
habits of his mother?”
Absalom saw his father
commit a multitude of sins
from adultery to murder.
This had a profound effect
on him. Lyons wants parents to ask themselves what
sins have their children
seen them commit.

“One thing I found out
when I was a boy, I didn’t always have to be in the
kitchen to know what was
cooking. I could smell what
was happening,” he said as
he asked if the audiences’
children are safe from them.
“Are they safe if they go
to church with mama and
daddy? Are they safe if they
got to church and watched
how mama is dressed? Is
the child safe if it sits there
and watches mama and
daddy playing in church,
gossiping in church, disrespecting the leaders in
church,” he asked bringing
the point home how parents
must set good examples for
their children.
Lyons finished the story
of Absalom warning that
parents need to guide their
children by example, discipline when necessary and
raised them in the Lord.
After his sermon, Rev.

Frank Peterman, Jr. of The
Rock of Jesus Missionary
Baptist Church addressed
the crowd. He lauded
Lyons’ sermon, calling him
“a master preacher.”
Rev. Lyons has served as
pastor at two churches in
Georgia—Abyssinia Baptist
Church in Brunswick and
Macedonia Baptist Church
in Thomaston—as well as at
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church in St. Petersburg. He
served for 13 years as president of the Florida General
Baptist Convention and also
served five years as the president of the National Baptist
Convention, USA. Currently, Lyons serves as pastor
at New Salem Baptist
Church in Tampa. He is
also president of the General
Baptist Convention of
Florida, Inc. and leads
Christ Alive, a worldwide
evangelistic movement.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  




 



 

  




Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.



 
  
  




 

Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 

The Crossing Point
Empowerment Ministries
Reaching Out From
Glad Tidings Assembly of God
Church
Invites you to join Rev. Sarah Edwards
“Think Like A Woman - Act Like A Lady”
Discipleship Bible Study
Wednesdays 7 pm • Fellowship Hall – Room 2
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL. 33713
Dr. Randy Helms, Lead Pastor
727-323-5017
“They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly,
saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.” [Jeremiah 6:14]





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
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1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
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Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.
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SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.








 
 
 



  

Victory Christian Center Church






 

 


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.


  


 

  
 
 


Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

 
   
    
   
  


Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence



Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its central
core, the belief that we are
a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a lost world hungry and thirsty for the word
of God. At St. Mark, we as
a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for the Month of
June
June 16-19
South
Florida Progressive District

Congress
June 20
Father’s
Day Luau Luncheon-3:00
p.m.-5:00 p.m. at St. Mark
June 21
Father’s
Day
June 26
St. Mark
Ministry Feud-7:00 p.m. An
evening of Family Fun and
Fellowship
June 28
St. Mark
Graduation Program during 10:45 a.m. Service
June 29
PIZZA
Ministry-6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out and join
us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday:
9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union
is each Sunday: 5:00 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Members and the general
public are invited to come
out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth
Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance
Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

which emphasize six primary
areas or responsibility; (1)
preaching and worship
leader; (2) teaching the
Word; evangelism and discipleship; (3) sermon preparation; (4) budget and general
administration of church resources; (5) leadership, ministerial
and
staff
development; and (6) vision,
creativity and strategic planning.

Resumes/Bios may be
sent to the email: faithmmbcsearch@ gmail.com, Subject:
Pastoral Search Committee
and/or Faith Memorial
M.B.C. attn. Pastoral Search
Committee, 1800 18th Avenue South, St. Petersburg,
FL 33712. For more information please visit Faith’s website, faithmemorialmbc.org

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr. and the entire Mt
Zion family extend an open
invitation to join us not only
in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for
various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study
– Noonday and 6 p.m.
Generation Restored invites those 18 -35 to join us
Sat., June 20 at Bay Vista
Park from 1 – 4 p.m. for
food, fun and fellowship.
Follow us on facebook, twitter. Instagram @gRYoungAdults
Get Ready for Vacation
Bible School 2015. This
year’s theme: Sonspark
Labs - Discovering God’s
plan for you = Jesus. Classes
for all ages will start on
Mon., June 22 through June
26. As always VBS is Free
and open to the community.
The Campus Safety Department is holding a
mandatory Child Abuse Response Training on Sat.,

June 27 from 9:30 a.m. to 12
p.m. in the Youth Chapel.
All ministry leaders, deacons, deaconesses, Family
Touch Team and CYM volunteers are required to attend. RSVP to Tash Clark at
727-906-1845 by June 21.
Attention all ladies…get
ready for the 2015 Women’s
Retreat. Attendees will experience a spirit filled weekend at the Safety Harbor
Resort and Spa on July 17
and 18. Our keynote
speaker will be Rev. Janae
Pitts-Murdock. FMI and to
register visit www.mzprogressive.org.
Get Ready to set sail
with the Sistahs Surviving
Breast Cancer on the Royal
Caribbean’s “Freedom of
the Seas”, April 3 – 10, 2016.
This is a cruise you don’t
want to miss. For more information contact Sis. Carolyn
Swanson
@
727-215-8952 or Sis. Cheryl
Clinton @ 727-692-6477.
Stay Connected by

committee are asked to be present and on time.
Tues., July 14 - Fri., July 17.
West Coast Baptist District
Assoc. Congress of Christian
Education. 116th Annual Session. Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
moderator. Dr. Robert M.
Spooney, congress president.
Hotel for WCBA congress 2015
will be the Fairfield Inn & Suites
by Marriott, Tampa fairgrounds/casino., 6720 Lakeview
Center, Tampa, FL 33619 (813)
626-3000, FAX (813) 626-3018
Group name - West Coast Bapt.
Host Church: Dr. Evan Burrows and First Baptist Church,
College Hill, Tampa, FL, 3838 N
29th St., Tampa, FL 33610 - (813)
248-6600
Any questions please contact
Minister S.P. Saulsby, Congress
Dean
(727)
821-0161
Shars2@aol.com
Need a ride to church? Call

our Transportation Ministry –
(727) 906-8300 and LEAVE
YOUR INFORMATION.
Thought for the Week: If you
couldn’t say you are a Christian,
would others be able to know
you are one?
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact us
by the following methods
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, 33712. Church Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK on the
PASTOR'S IMAGE at the top of
the Page. Also, USTREAM Visit West Coast Baptist District
Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com

Mt. Calvary MBC

Faith Memorial MBC
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church of St. Petersburg, Florida is searching
for an enthusiastic senior pastor who will provide Christian
Leadership and maintain the
spiritual welfare of the congregation. The pastor shall
preach the Word of God and
have charge of all services of
public worship. The pastor
will perform the pastoral duties that are outlined below

NEED A PLACE TO CALL
HOME? LOOKING FOR A
CHURCH THAT IS “FIRED
UP?” The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the Pastor,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Official
Family and the entire Church
Family extend to you a cordial
invitation to join “THE SHIP” in
fellowship at our 7:45 am or the
10:45 am worship service, and
Sunday Church School at 9:30
am. Pray for our Sick, Shut-in,
Children, Men/Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
Dates in June:
Vacation Bible Study last day
- June 18, 6-8 p.m. (VBS) Just not
limited to members only. The
community is welcome. Classes
start from ages 2 to 102.
June 22-26 - NBCUSA, Inc.
Congress Detroit, MI.
June 29 - 7 p.m. Post 87th
Church Anniversary Committee
meeting. All members of the

keeping us updated. If your
address or other information has changed just check
the change of address box
on your envelope or go to
www.mzprogressive.org
and click the resources link.
All personal info is kept confidential and is for church
use only.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the
latest events, ministry news,
and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER
and YOUTUBE (Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website and let’s get connected
today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements,
please
contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg Florida. 727-894-4311,
email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

“CALVARY” Is Building The Kingdom
Mt. Calvary M.B. Church is continually to
move forward in it’s Kingdom purpose. On Sunday June 21 at 10 a.m. “CALVARY” will be ordaining three individuals for the advancement
of the Kingdom of God. Those people will include: Evangelist Katrina Clarkson-Peak as a
Reverend, Brother David McClendon as a Deacon and Sister Keshia Long-Watson as a Deaconess. Rev. Dr. Deborah Green and the
“CALVARY” Church would like to invite the entire community out to share in the glorious occasion with us. We are looking forward to have
an AWESOME time in the Lord as we offer
many blessings to these three individuals as
they move forward in the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. This service will be held at: Mt. Calvary M.B. Church 2321 Hartford St. S., St. Petersburg. We
hope to see you there. www.mtcalvarymbc.org

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Are you dehydrated?
Over 70 percent of the earth
is made up of water and over 70
percent of our bodies are made
up of water. To avoid dehydration, health care professionals
suggest that we drink 50 percent
of our body weight in ounces of
water. For example, if we weigh
200 pounds then we are to drink
100 ounces of water each day.
We can go a week without food
but we can only go 3 days without water.
Natural water, H2O, is made
of hydrogen and oxygen. Spiritual water is made up of stillness
and silence. Many of us are naturally and spiritually dehydrated
and we don’t even know it.
Many of the signs of hydration have natural and spiritual

significance. When we are getting enough water naturally, our
urine is clear. Our conscious becomes clear, when we are spending enough time to “be still and
know that he is God (Psalms
46:10).” The spiritual practice of
stillness and silence gives us
clear direction, while enabling
us to avoid bitterness and unforgiveness.
When drinking the right
amount of water, not only is our
urine clear but it is also odorless.
When we are spending the right
amount of time in prayer and
meditation, our attitude is odorless. If a person has a “stinky”
attitude, it is because he or she
is not having enough quiet devotional time.

We live in a very hot climate
where it is easy for people to become dehydrated. This week at
Unity of Midtown, we are
demonstrating outreach by collecting bottles and cases of
water so that we can give to
those in our community who
may be dehydrated due to the
heat.
Let’s reach out together!
Bring your donations of
water to the church (located at
511 Prescott St. South, 33716) at
any of the following times:
Thursdays, from 11 am –
7:30 pm (during our office hours
and Prayer and Healing service)
Sundays, from 9:30 am –
1:00 pm (during any of our
classes or services)
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